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Abstract

<key concepts): Kimchi, Jeollado kimchi, cultural knowledge, folk taxonomy,
componential analysis, intra-cultural variation, prototype

Kintchi and Qultural Know edge:
A Coynitive Anthropoloyicul Approuch to u Folk Clussification of
Jeolludo Kimchi

Jo, Sook-Jeong”

This paper andyzes a case study of the folk dassification of Jeollado kimchi, and
applies an ethnoscientific model to reveal a system of cultural knowledge
corresponding to the classificatory terms. Kimchi is classified by the people of
Jedllado using an elaborately devel oped native terminologica system.

The research began by collecting 35 kinds of kimchi and dliciting 84 terms
including phonetic and/or morphologica variants. All 51 categories of kimchi are
semanticaly structured in hierarchica inclusion rdation. In other words, the semantic
organization is characterized by an daborate folk taxonomy. Using the method of
componentid analysis, distinctive semantic components and significations of various
kinds of kimchi are found to exist in the Jeollado taxonomy.

A second finding of the research is that kimchi is a Korean traditiona fermented
food closdly related to climate and natura environment, and 35 kinds of kimchi are

* Ph. D. candidate, Dept. of Anthropology, Seoul Nationa University
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perceived and divided into 4 seasons. Kimchang-kimchi is epecidly prominent in
the seasond classification of kimchi. Kimchi isdso classified into 6 stages according
to its degree of fermentation. This fermentation classification is characterized by
relationships of stage and process.

A third finding of this research is the ethnographic identification of a prototypic
category of kimchi. In the native speskers folk knowledge system, baechu-kimchi
seemsto regarded asthe most prototypic category of Kimchi.

A find interesting point of this study is the intra-cultura variation of knowledge
about kimchi, varying by gender and age. Cultural knowledge of kimchi is closdy
associated with women, especialy married women, and the older generation hes a
more elaborate terminological system for kimchi than the younger generation.
Hence, the native terminologica system of kimchi is changing intra-culturaly.





