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{Abstract)

A Oral History of Seodang(£%) Hunjang(F1E)

Phee, Chung-Man
(Kangwon National University)

This is an oral history on teaching and life of Hunjang of Seodang. Hunjang taught
common folks children in all over the country. He was a good model of traditional school

teacher.

Generally ages of Hunjang were fifties or sixties. Parents of students had a tendency to
evaluate the academic abilities of Hunjang to refer his reputation, knowledge of the Four
Books and the Three Classics(PU#E—%§) and the Book of Changes(Jf%), and continues
self-training. Hunjang gave a fine example of a classical Confucian scholar to be in full
dress, be careful in speech and behavior, have strong character.

Hunjang as an intelligent leaded various events of a village. He wrote a prayer of a
memorial service and a funeral service, named a newborn baby, and chose an auspicious
day for marriage in a village. He also designated a graveyard as a geomancer. So he was
in friendly relations with people of village. They called him 'a law of village’. Besides to
teach children, some of Hunjang engaged in farming or in Oriental medicine clinic. Many of
them became Hunjang for livelithood, others for leisure.

Sometimes there were related by birth between Hunjang and students, for example a
father and son, a grandfather and grandson, an uncle and nephew, and a cousinship. In
most cases Hunjang were employed by people of village received grain and dress for
tuition fees. In general tuition fees of a year were a bag of rice, and three suits of clothes
for spring & fall, summer, and winter.

Hunjang inspired a spirit of independence to students for a colonial period of Japan.
Hunjang inflicted corporal punishment on students who showed poor results of learning at

seodang.



142 T=mSAFSH A0 A1E(2008. 4)

Key words: Hunjang of Seodang, the academic abilities of Hunjang, roles of Hunjang,

relation of Hunjang and students, tuition fees of Hunjang

= FaLd 0 2008, 3.5,
A AR 2008 3 14
AAREE Y ¢ 2008 4. 13




